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YOU CAN SELL IN ENGLAND
4 FOR DOLLARS §

On Januaty 20th, the Finance Regulations in the United Kingdom were amended
so that you can now send stamps and similar items of philatelic interest to be
sold in England for payment in cash.

As an old customer, you will be familiar with our auction catalogues and apprec-
iate the advantage in disposing of material through a market where every count-
ry in the world can bid and buy.

There are seven good rzasons why our auction sales are considered by both buy-
ers and sellers to be the best in the world.

1. Our auctions are divided into five different classes, so that whether
material is sent to London or Bournemouth, our experts will see that
it is included in the next appropriate sale.

2. We have an exceptionally competent and experienced team of experts
prepared to give advice on any philatelic matters.

3. Our valuations and descriptions have a reputation for accuracy all
over the world.

4. For the benefit of overseas clients we now have agencies in eight
different countries.

5. The unique ‘‘Busy Buyer’s Service'' whereby specialists, who may
not be,on our regular mailing list, are notified of any lots likely to

interest them always stimulates competition.

6. The fullest publicity both for Auction and Private Treaty material is
:ven through our own periodicals for the advanced collector: 'THE
%HILATEL ST AND POSTAL HISTORIAN'' and '‘THE PHILA-
TELIC JOURNAL OF GREAT BRITAIN"'. In addition, our regular
feature, ‘‘The Pall Mall Gazette™ is published in the leading weekly
*‘Stamp Collecting’’, which has a circulation of over thirteen thous-
and.
7. An interest-free advance on material sent for sale can be made when
required, or an immediate credit can' be made available pending sale,
so that the vendor may buy other stamps that he needs.

Further, if you wish to sell your property intact, this can be handled through
our Private Treaty department. Our retail subsidiary company is always pre-
pared to make an outright purchase or cash if that method is preferred.

If we can be of any service to you in this connection, please do not hesitate to
write.

ROBSON LOWE Ltd., 50 Pall Mall, London, S.W.1
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If You Collect

CANADA

B.N.A. PROVINCES
BRITISH AMERICA
UNITED STATES
or even Other

British Calonies

YOU STAND TO GAIN

By being on my octive
mailing list. Send 10c today
for current Offers, See for
yourself that it will save you
many collecting worries.

L. A. DAVENPORT

230 Lonsmount Drive
TORONTO 10, Onterie CANADA

Member of all major Socistiss

STAMPS of the UNITED STATES

1958 EDITION

l:?. valuable. U, 8.
calaleg published

America’s larges
lil'ﬂ? firm, Coniains
illustrations, up-to-
the minute prices; lists
all major U, 8. stamps
complste. PLUS Con-
federates, U. 8. Pos-

lustrated U. 8.
Identitier] SEND 'I'O':
DAY = Only 25¢!

H. E. HARRIS & CO.

Catalog Dept.. Bostem 17, Mass.

USE CLAls:SI{IED ADS

NEW ISSUES OF
THE EMPIRE

All on approval to C.P.S.
members. We will provide
complete coverage along

with shade changes, perfs.,.

etc. Earlier sets and singles.
Mint and used also stocked
for approval service. For
the ﬂclj'lcst Canada Officials
used, in single and multiple

icces. We have them too.
gtanlcy Gibbons albums and
all accessories carried in
stock.

BRUNSWICK STAMP SERVICE
P.0. Box 501
Moncton, New Brunswick
(PTS London) (CPS)

FREE FIRST
DAY COVERS

Beautiful cacheted First
Day Covers of all future
Canadian Commemora-
tives, specially hand can-
celled at the Canadian
Lakehead will be sent free
of charge toall my regular
customers.

If you are not a regular
now, then drop me a line
with a want list or ask for
an apnroval selection of

British Empire
British North America

K.M. ROBERTSON

307 Murray St., Port Arthur, Ont.
CPS, NPS, BNAPS, SCED, LPA, PIB




Kaphin
Stamp
Alums
_And
Alzcessories

are available from

THE

RYERSON PRESS

This famous British line in-
cludes albums from $1.25 to
$50.00 and accessories (in-
cluding hand magnifiers,
perforation gauges, hinges,
tweezers, stock books, etc.)
from 10 cents to $11.00.

Catalogue available

THE RYERSON PRESS

299 QUEEN STREET WEST
TORONTO 1-B

AUCTION SALES

of Rare and Valuable
British
North America
and other Postage Stamps
held regularly

Illustrated catalogues avail-
able a month before sale date.
Estate Properties solicited
for sale at auction or outright
purchase..

J. N. SISSONS LTD.
59 Wellington St. W,,
Toronto, Canada

Phone: EMpire 4-6603
Cables: Sistamp, Toronto.

WANTED

Canadian Semi Official
Air Stamps

Canadian Revenues

Canadian Stamps of all
kinds for
Outright Purchase for Cash
Or For
Sale At Auction

JOHN W. NICKLIN
110 West 42nd St.,
New York 36, N.Y.




The Editor Speaks Out....

Your Editor is indeed in the doghouse
in some parts of the country because of
his somewhat outspoken comments on the
Plate Block business. He certainly meant
well, but some seemed to think he was
pointing the finger at them. However, the
matter is settled now and henceforward
plate blocks will be obtainable at the Agency
subject to the usual regulations as re-
gards quantities. The response to the re-
ferendum was most disappointing. We ex-
pectedabout 25% of our members to write
in, but at time of writing, only about 40
had bothered to express an opinion. The
exact figures will appear elsewhere ai the
last minute. However, the few opinions we
have received from clubs as a whole leave
no doubt - every club wants the PB's to
continue, with one exception, where there
were 5in favour and 8 abstaining. Obvious=-
1y, no very sharpconclusions can be drawn
except that most members do not seem to
care one way or another and that clubmen
are mostly in favour of continuing P.B. 's.

In this connection, we are reproducing
two communications which are typical of
the extreme opinions. The first is a,post-
card:

"You and your fast buck. Most plate
block collectors never sold a plate block.
100% of the Members of the Hamilton Club
votedin favour ofthe President of the Club
writing to all Local Members of Parli. also
to Prime Minister, Sec. of State and Post-
master G. to try to have plate blocks con-
tinued. Yes, YES, YES the same applies
to all I have talked with. H.E.Canham.
Serious Collector for 60 years. PUT THIS
IN MAGAZINE NEXT ISSUE.

The second one comes from a member
in Sault Ste. Marie:

"Ihave no post card handy but my ans-
wer to your query about writing Ottawa to
have stamps again show plate number
block is

NO!

I have always felt plate block collect-
ing lowered the dignity of the hobby and did
nothing whatever to enhance knowledge
of the issues concerned. Columns in the
various magazines dovoted to plate blocks
seemed exclusively pre-occupied with the
financial aspect, which, I feel, is an un-
healthy attitude to the hobby.

Tan A. Sutherland.

The ‘'main criticism to our remarks
seemed to rest on the premise that every
one is free to collectvhat he likes. We
areinabsolute agreement with this premi-
se. And everyone is free to investand
speculate in anything he pleases.

But we have always understood that the
raisond'étreoftheC.P.S., and therefore
ofits officers, was to encourage and stim-
ulate philately. Therefore, when we are
asked to do something as a Society, the
first thing we ask is: "Is this for the good
of Philately ?"

We must admit that we are far more
anxious about the effect of the new ruling,
that PB's will be on sale at the Agency
alone. Most collectors have been able to
obtain current PB's at their local P.O.
without much bother Now they will have
to obtain them from Ottawa and conform
to the usual regulations regarding minimum
quantities. In our opinion, this leads the
way toall sorts of abuses and we can vis-
ualize all kinds of "funny business". We
sincerely hopethat Mr. Carpenter and his
employees will keep a sharp eye open for
any "funny business', and also that the
question of reducing the minimum quanti-
ties will be seriously gone into.

Before bringing this PB controversy to
aclose, we would like earnestly to assure
all our members and chapters that we
never, atanytime, had any particular per-
son or group in mimd. We are looking at
the matter entirely objectively and merely
in the light of what is good for philately.
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The Editor Speaks Out ....

We are looking forward to the Victoria
Convention, but, strange tosay, noone has
yet ventured to make a bid for the 1959
Convention. Our Kitchener friends, who,.
four years ago, so earnestly said: "Never
again!", have asked us to be sure to res-
erve 1960 for them, but nary a responseto
our feelers for 1959. While we would
prefer the Convention to be held in one
of our smaller centres not too far from
Toronto, or even in Toronto itself, this is
by no means essential . Any bidders?

In the hustle and bustle of getting C.P.
ready for the printers, we omitted to men-
tion that our worthy Vice-President and
right bower, Allen Christensen, of Mont-
real, was electeda Fellow of the Canadian
Philatelic Society of Great Britain, at the
same time as our Librarian, Herbie Buck-
land, of whom mention was made in our
last isgde. Our warmest congratulations
to Allen on a well-deserved honour, one
which, with Herbie's, redounds greatly to

Canada's credit.
Just as we were casting around tofill

up a corner, we received STAMP COL~-

LECTING of January 24th, and we really
can not forbear from reproducing a par
from the Editorial page, as follows:

""We view with disfavour the decision of
the Canadian Post Office to bring back
plate numbers in the sheet margins of
stamps sold to philatelists through the
Philatelic Bureau in Ottawa, but not on
the sheets on general sale at Canadian
Post Offices. We think it is a mistaken
policy to pander to collectors in this way.
If the Post Office decided that plate num~
bers served no useful official purpose,
they were right to dispense with them.
While they were considered necessary,
they were part of the philatelic history of
the stamps. Oncetheywere discontinued,
that chapter of history was closed. The
plate numbers now to appear on a limited
number of sheets will have no postal sig-
nificance, will encourage speculation and
doa lot more harm than good. The Canad-
ian Government is doing no more than cur-
rying favour among philatelists; the P.M.
G.'s statement in the Ottawa Parliament
makes that clear."

THE GUNESCH-CODA
PRECANCEL CATALOGUE

We have receiveda copy of this Precan-
cel Catalogue for review and we find it an
amazingly detailed one of the host of US
precancels, and, we admit, most fascina-

ting.

This new edition, the 5th, is quite dif-
ferent from previous editions because of
illustrations of the various types ineach
section on actual stamps that were used
during that period. This innovation will
be of immense help to the new collector
who will now be able to tell at a glance
what stamps he has to look for to find the
good and rare Bureaux.

Another big improvement is in the list-
ing ofthe errors and error varieties. All
stamps are now priced, instead of the pre-

vious statement that all varieties in a given
set, for instance Milwaukee "WA" spread
are worth ten times of a normal variety.
All existing combination blocks, showing
two Handand two Machine set types on the
same block, are listed and priced for the
first time. This is something new and will
give the Bureau precancel specialist an
idea what such combination blocks are
worth.

Allinall, a very detailed and extremely
useful handbook for all the numerous col-
lectors interested in US precancels.

The catalogue is edited and published by
Richard J. Coda, Sr., of Newark, New
Jersey, butall orders, both wholesale and
retail, should be sent to the distributors,
GUNESCH PRECANCEL HOUSE,Inc., 30
West Washington 8t., Chicago 2, Ill., USA.
or may be purchased from most dealers .
Price. of 5th Edition, $1.50, prepaid.



~ Canada 1868
The

In preceding articles, we have introd-
uced the "Large Queens" issue, setup a
system of classifying different printings
by the differences in paper mesh, and have
reviewed in detail stamps from Group 1
(the first printings on thin paper) and
Group 2 (vertical diamond mesh paper,
both with watermark in the sheet and un-

watermarked). The discussion continues
now with Group 3.
GROUP 3

Group 3 contains all the stamps on what
we nave called the "normal paper" with a
horizontal mesh pattern. Chronologically,
it is probably in the correct order, al-
though with definite exception of the 5c and
the possible exception of the lc brown, it
is by far the most common.

This paper is plain ordinary wove, with
a horizontal mesh that ressembles the ap-
pearance of a window screen in which the
horizontal sides of the little openings are
longer than the vertical sides. This pat~
tern of course results from the weave of
the blanket in the papermaking machine,
andattimesitis easier to see by reflected
light than by transmitted light. Since &
very large quantity ofthis paper was used,
considerable variation in thickness may be
expected, and on some stamps, it is so
thin that the design shows quite clearly
from the back;, at the other extreme, it is
quite thick and opaque. However, the cha-
racteristic mesh patternis visible through-
out the entire range and identifies the
stamps (with the above noted exceptions)
as the common varieties.

Onthis paper, we findthe %, lc brown,
leorange, 2¢, 3¢, 5¢, 6¢c from both plates,
124 and many shades of the 15¢. It is est-
imatedthat fawer than 5% of the 5¢ stamps

_ were printedonthis paper - the writer has

LARGE  QUEENS’

By R.C. Martin

seen four copies only in some years of look-
ing. andoriginally spotted the variety be-
cause the stamp was shorter and wider
than the usual 5c stamps. As mentioned
earlier, this was due to paper being moisten-
ed for printing and shrinking as it dries; in

the case of Group 3 paper, this shrinkage
takes place from top to bottom. Apart from

very slight shade variations, this is the
only variety to be had on the 5¢ value, but
itis rare enoughthat considerable search-
ing may be necessary to locate an example.

One mint copy is known to the writer.

This paper generally has a good smooth
surface presenting a sharp impression.
It is rather hard paper however, and the
effect onthe ink is more patchy on account
of the roughness than fuzzy, as with the
\papers ofthe first two groups on which the
ink spreads out.

Dated copies indicate that the use of this
paper began about June, 1868, and we find
it being continued, off and on, until nearly
the end of the currency of the 15¢ stamps
at the turn of the century.

Before leaving Group 3, we point out
:again that this paper comes in a wide range
of thicknesses, including some as thin as,
or thinner than that found in the earliest
printings (Group 1). This very thin Group
3 paper is worth only a slight premium,if
‘any, over Group 3 paper of average thick-
ness, butis frequently offered as the more
valuable Group 1 paper. Collectors who
are interested in getting a first printing
are cautioned to distinguish between the
thin meshless paper of Group 1, and this
accidentally thin horizontal mesh paper of
Group 3. ;

It might also be mentioned at this stage
that the very thick "carton" paper which
provides one of the scarce varieties of the
16¢ stamp also has horizontal mesh, but
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the thickness is so much greater than any-
thing foundin Group 3 that there is not the
least chance of confusion; the "carton"
paper is treated later as Group 5c.

GROUP 4

This group includes only two stamps,
which are distinguished by being on paper
with "normal" but vertical mesh; in the
"Large Queens" series, apparently the
later printings of the i, and probably
most of the last 15 years' printings ofthe
16c are on it. This paper, frequently
slightly grayishin colour, is very similar
to that ofgroup 3, exceptthat the thickness
seems to be much more constant, and as
already mentioned, the mesh pattern is
vertical, having, the long sides of the
tgereen' in the vertical direction

It is about equally as commonas the
Group 3 paper as far as the i is concerned,
and it is the most common paper in the
case of the 15¢ stamps. The late slate

able 1868 printings in about the same shade.
This is again an illustratien of the value

to the collector of being able to separate
these stamps by the paper on which they
are printed, and the writer has not in~-
frequently seen late 15's offered at the
higher price of the 1868 printings.

This paper, having vertical mesh,
shrank from side to side, as in the case
of the stamps on vertical diamond mesh
paper, and the appearance of both values
is that they are taller than normal. An-
other characteristic of this paper on both
values is the extent to which it vicked up
an embossed effect during printing. The
deeper parts of the design show quite plain-
ly on the back, which leads one to wonder
whether heavier pressure or possibly just
moister paper had been used.

It is very difficult to illustrate such pat-
terns graphically, but the above diagrams
may give some idea of the appearance of

andgray printings of the 15¢ are normally those most frequently met within the "Lar-

on this paper, and all the late red-lilac
stamps of the 1890's are on it. This is
fortunate, astheycan be cthus readily dis-
tinguished from the somewhat more valu-

Group 2
Vertical diamond mesh.

Horizontal

ge Queens' series. Inthenext article, we
shall examine the stamps in Group 5, in
which most of the rare and unusual varie-
ties are found.

normal mesh. Vertical normal mesh.

Closed Album Pages

We are grieved to learn of the death of
Cliff Bolduc, of Stratford, Ont., a mem-
ber of the Society for many years. Cliff
was amost enthusiastic collector of squa-
red circles, in which his eruditionwas
remarkable. His fancy cancellations on
Small Queens were also very widely known
He was planning to go to VICPEX in May.
His loss will be very keenly felt in the
Grand River Valley circles.

Wealso learn with regret the deathof two

more of our members, Oscar P. Noe, of
Detroit, and Archibald A. Watts, of Vic-
toria. Unfortunately, we have no details
available as to these two members' int-

erests.
Your Editor would appreciate it very

much indeed if anyone in the circle of a
deceased member would send him a few
lines of obituary for'C.P.No doubtevery-
one will appreciate that, much ashe would
like to, he can not possibly know  every

member personally.
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Ways and Means for Victoria

We arenow assured of a relatively large number of members who intend to go to
Victoria for our Annual Convention and VICPEX. We have therefore gone into the pro-
blem of ways and means, and this is what we have turned up:

TRAIN - First Class - No reduction. However, Family Plan mayinterest some.
Thisis howit works. First Class. Father pays full fare. Mother pays one way only.
Total, $163.90 plus $101.92. Leave together from noon Monday to noon Thursday.
Come back any day. Unlimited stop-overs. No reductionon the various types of sleep-
ing accomodation.

Tourist Class - Partyoffifteen, fareandaquarter, i.e. $105 return. Lower berth
$32 return. No reduction on sleeping accomodation.

PLANE - First Class - $279 return for party of ten. Return as you please.
Tourist Class - $230 return. No reduction. Go and return as you please.

It will be obvious from the above thatthe Train Tourist fare for a party of at least
fifteen seems to be about the bestbet. Cost could be reckoned as follows: Fare, $104;
lower berth, $32; meals, $40; total, say $180 return, give or take a few dollars.

There remains the question of the day of departure. We suggest Monday, 5th May.
The CPR train, THE CANADIAN, leaves Torontoat5.25 p.m., therefore arrivingin
Vancouver on the Thursday morning at 10 a.m. Half day to Victoria, eitherdirectby
boat, or by boat to Nanaimo and thence by bus.

On the other hand, some may prefer to go Friday, 2nd May, or Saturday, 3rd May
or Sunday, 4thMay, andperhaps stay a day or two in Vancouver before crossing over
to Victoria.

Woud those interested therefore let me know what day they would prefer leaving,
and ifthey would be willing to change that day to conform with the desire of the maj-
ority, if such desire be for another day.

Frankly, we think there are great possibilities in the Tourist Train idea and the
long journey could be most enjoyable. Incidentally, the writer can vouch that Tourist
Class on both THE C ANADIAN(CPR) and the SUPER-CONTINENTAL (CNR) is quite

comfortable.

§

The same arrangements canbe made from Montreal (and therefore Ottawa)at a
slightly higher rate, owing to the greater distance.

NOMINATIONS FOR DIRECTORS
Allnominations for directors, duly signed

Hotel, Victoria, on Saturdayl0th May next
"That the Annual -Dues payable on the

by the nominee and seconded, must be in
the hands of the Secretary by the 31st of
March, 1958.

NOTICE OF MOTIONS

The following motions will be brought
up by the Board of Directors at the An-
. nual Meeting, to be held at the Empress

1st April, 1058 be considered as being for
the nine months to the 31st December,
1958. and that Annual Dues from the Ist
January 1959 be Four Dollars per annum®.

"That the beginning of the Financial Year
of the Society be changed from the 1st April
tothe 1st January of each Calendar Year".



VICPEX - May 9 - 10 - 1

VICPEX in'58isthe slogan! Every mem-
ber ofthe CPS, and indeed every philatelist
knows by now that the 30th Annual Convent-
ion and Exhibition of the Canadian Philat-

elic Bociety will be held in Vietoria,B. C.
on May 9,10 and 11 1958. It will be called

VICPEX, which stands for "Vietorig Cen-
tennial Philatelic Exhibition".

Victoria, the beautiful capital city of
British Columbia, will be at its very best
in May, when VICPEX hosts its many vis-
itors. Victoria is known as the "City of
Gardens", and in the spring, especially,
itlivesuptoitstitle. Visitors return home
year after year singing the praises of Vic-
toria's gorgeous surroundings and fabul-
ously colourful gardens.

1958 is also British Columbia's Cen~
tennial Year and many colourful and his-
toric events have been planned to take place
all across the Province, from January to
December. Victoria, withmany other pla-
ces,will stage pageants of great historic-
alinterest, but Victoria will, of course, be
the centre of philatelic interest, with the
great VICPEX show, and its headquarters
in the lovely old Empress Hotel.

This is the first time, in the 30-year
history of the C.P.S. thatits Annual Con-
vention and Exhibition has been held in the
West. Thetwo host chapters, the Greater
Victoria Philatelic Society andthe Vancou-
ver Island Philatelic Society, aim to make
this Convention the "Best in the West",

General Chairman Chick Wildig, Prer
ident of the GVPS for his tenth term, has
announced a most important display for
VICPEX. Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth
has given the VICPEX committee her grac-
ious consent to exhibit parts of the Royal
Collection at VICPEX. This will certain-
1y be the highlight of the Exhibition. What
part ofthe Royal Collection will be on dis-
play is as yet unknown. The well-known
philatelist, G.E. Welburn,of Duncan, B.C.
is handling the arrangements.

The prospectus for the Exhibition is
now in the hands of all CPS members and
chapters. These entry forms should be
completed and returned to VICPEX, Box
771, Victoria, B.C., as soon as possible
Additional copies of the prospectus, and
also any further information on Vicpex,
may be obtained at the above address.

The work of the Award Committee will®
soon be evident with the production of a
strikingly beautiful VICPEX medal, bear-
ing the CPS insignia. This medal will be
in gold, silver and bronze and will prove
to be a valuable addition to the roster of
prizes. Gold medals will accompany CPS
trophies, while silver and bronze medals
will awarded to other prize-winners.

Distinguished philatelist W.J.Davey,of
Milnes Landing, B.C., will head the panel
of judges. Several other eminent collec-
tors have also been asked to serve as jud=-
ges.

POPULARITY OF THE 1957
STAMPS OF CANADA

Stan Shantz, of the London Philatelic
Societyand Editor of the Stamp Column in
the London Free Press, ran a contest in
the fall to find out which were the most pop-
ular stamps issued in 1957. Slips for
this purpose were sent to most clubs, with
the following results: 1. Royal Visit; 2.

Loon; 3. 15¢ UPU; 4. David Thompson;

5. bc UPU; 6. Hunting; 7. Fishing; 8,

Mining; 9. Skiing; 10. Swimming. We are

pleasedto learnthat the winner of the con-
test was our member L. E. Marrier,of

Port Arthur, andmember ofthe Lakehead

Philatelic Association, who succeeded in
placing the first seven in their correct
order. A veryinterestingcontest,andpro-
bably the stamps are just about in their cor-
rect order from what we have heard.



HAVE YOU A REAL LIVE CLUB?

If not, read this ....

One thing that can be said for fundamen~-
tals - they are still fundamental! What was
true fifteen years ago, when THE HOLLOW
TREE was a weekly feature of STAMPS, is
just as true to-day. But how slow we are
tolearn! Some stamp clubs are still mak~
ing the same mistakes, and are wondering
why their membership is slipping, why
those nice new collectors who dropped in
once or twice don't come around anymore,
why a new stamp club was started in the
city, why the fellows with the best collec-
tions who used to be the backbone of the
club prefer to stay at home.

First, no stamp club can be all things to
all stamp collectors. Their interests are
too varied. Thenwhatis it that makes one
stamp club a real success, and another a
dismal failure ?

Our wide experience leads us to the fol-
lowing conclusions. Let's call them the
FUNDAMENTALS OF STAMP CLUB
MANAGEMENT .

FELLOWSHIP - ThisisNo. 1. Regard-
lessofa stamp collector's particular field
ofinterest, he will getakick out of belong-
ing to a club where good fellowship is abun~
dant at every meeting. Therefore there
should be time for just "bull" sessions and
frequent social meetings, not the elaborate
expensive dinner-meeting type, but the
coffee and doughnut type!

STAMPS - Iknow it sounds superfluous.
But you'dbe surprised at how many stamp
clubmeetings are held without there being
any stamps! And what is most important,
there should be plenty of stamps brought in
by members to sell or trade. Kilos and
mixtures have been tried by some clubs
with great success. No stamp club meet-
ing can really be called a success unless
you have either disposed of some surplus
material or pickedup a neededitem. That's
why the big shows with their dealers' ta-
bles are so successful. Visitors at these
shows spend more time at the bourse tables

By EDWARD A. RICHARDSON

or in the society lounges (fellowship) than
on the exhibit floor. Sure, they are int-
erested in what someone else has, but much
more 80 in what they can pick up for their
own collections.

We'veknown a lot of stamp clubs which
seem to outlaw any trading taking place at
their meetings. Why not set aside a por-
tion of every meeting, and in some instan-
ces devote the entire meeting, to trading

purposes ?

KNOWLEDGE - Very few stamp collec-
tors will readily admit it, but none of us
knows everything about stamp collecting.
We've run across club members who did
not know how to hinge a stamp properly or
use a pair of stamp tongs. A ten-minute
session, including a demonstration of the
proper use of the tools of stamp collec -
ting, will help both the new and the old col-
lector alike. "How to Use a Stamp Lift",
“"How to Clean a Cover", "How to Use
Blank Album Pages", "How to properly
Soak off Used Stamps' - these are just a
few of the many interesfing "how" dem-
onstrations that will go to make your stamp
club meetings more interesting.

In this category come the special speak-
ers and individual exhibits of collections.
They should be short. The speaker must
be one who knows what he is talking about,
not just someone who is willing to "give a
talk". Thetalk shouldbe made of interest
to all, and not a detailed report on some
pseudo-research ofthe fly-speck variety.
Itis better to have no speaker at all than
to have a series of long-winded, technical,
dry and/orill-preparedtalks. Intheaver-
age stampclub, speakers should be selec~
ted for their showmanship and personality
rather than their erudite specialization.

ELIMINATION OF BUSINESS - Leaw the
business of running the club up to the offi-
cers, the Board and the proper committees.
No member ever joined a club in order to
participate inthe business sessions. I once
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sat through an hour-long meeting where the
whole business was the deciding of who was
to handle the $10 worth of insurance prem-

jum on a local coming exhibit. Thirty
members just sat around while two or

three members conducteda running debate
onthe subject! If you think this is far-fet-
ched, think back on some stamp club meet-
ings you've attended.

Some of the most successful clubs never
have any business sessions at their regular
meetings, justa fewannouncements by the
president. Membersarealways freeto at-
tend regular meetings of the Board where
the business matters are fully disposed of.

We sincerely believe that the failure to
eliminate the business session from the
regular stamp clubmeeting has contributed
to more failures than any other cause.

SERVICES - Generally, these are possi-
ble onlyin the larger stamp clubs. These
can include: (a) A Philatelic Reference
Library for use of the members; (b) Auc-
tions, giving the members a chance to dis-

pose of some surplus and giving the club
some needed income; (¢) a Bulletin, keep-
ing the members abreast of what is going
oninthe Club, and looking forward to com-
ing avents of interest. There is almost
no limit to the number and variety of ser-
vices which many successful clubs cond-
uct for their members. A live-wire club
will think up those which are best suited to
its own needs.

Simple,isn'tit ? But fuindamental. Ana-
lyze the stamp clubs you have known - the
good ones and the ones you no longer at-
tend - and won't you agree that the recipe
for producing a successful stamp club is
nothing more than the proper blending of
the five ingredients? A generous portion
of FELLOWSHIP, mixed with an equally
generous portion of STAMPS, sprinkled
witha little KNOWLEDGE, separating and
eliminating the BUSINESS session, spiced
with SERVICESto fit the needs of the mem-
bership.

Just FUNDAMENTALS!
(Courtesy of STAMPS, 5 October, 1957)

My Favourite Page

(of GUY ROBINSON, of the Lakehead Philatelic Association, Chap. 33)

Printed in sheets of 480, 24 x 20, with
check letters in the four corners, running
from A A to X T inthetopcorner and
from A A to T X in the bottom corners,
the 1870 4d. issue of Great Britain provides
the material for-MY FAVOURITE PAGE,
because of the ease with which one stamp
from each of the plates can be grouped on
one page, enabling one to view and appre-
ciate the varying shades and plate posi-
tions.

On MY FAVOURITE PAGE, only three
shades and one stamp from each of the
plates used have been shown, but from
this, one can readily foresee the pleasure
to be had from making up subsequent pages
showing the various shades, plate numbers
and sheet positions of this little stamp.

Believe me, it will form quite an impres-
sive display at a modest outlay.

My collecting days startedin 1952, after
visiting a display sponsored by the Lake-
head Philatelic Society. Being an English-
man, havingarrivedin Canadain 1950, my
first thoughts were, of course, for the
stamps from "Home". Since then, I have
added Australia, and my ambition is to
complete these countries as far as pos-
sible.

My thanks to the C.P.S. and the Lake-
head Philatelic Society for the opportunity
to show my efforts to the rest of our frat-
ernity and I hope that others will be ins-
pired to show their collections so that we
may all benefit.



My Favourite Page

GREAT BRITAIN

1870

1.0CT.

Wmk: ‘halfpenny” extending over three stamps.

SHOWING LOCATION

OF PLATE MUMBER.

Plates 271617%18 were not completed

Plates 21222 though made, were not used.
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Chairman of Judges

A prominent and distinguished philatel-
ist has consented to act as Chairman of Jud-
ges for the VIC PEX Convention. W.J.
Davey, Milne's Landing, B. C. , has
agreedto place his vast knowledge of phi-
lately